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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 05036 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, FR 

SUBJECT: GOF REACTS TO OPPOSITION ACTIVITY 

SUMMARY. GISCARD HAS APPARENTLY GIVEN HIS PRINCIPAL 
AIDES THE GREEN LIGHT TO CARRY HIS GOVERNMENT'S MESSAGE 
ON A VARIETY OF ISSUES DIRECTLY TO THE PUBLIC. THE RE- 
SULT HAS BEEN A SPATE OF PUBLIC APPEARANCES BY LEADING 
MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT, AIMED AT DRAWING ITS ATTENTION 
AWAY FROM RECENT INITIATIVES BY THE SOCIALIST AND COMMU- 
NIST OPPOSITION AND AT PREPARING THE WAY FOR CANTONAL 
ELECTIONS IN MARCH (SEPTEL). END SUMMARY. 

1 . JANUARY AND EARLY FEBRUARY WERE A PERIOD DOMINATED 
BY ACTIVITY ON THE LEFT, FOCUSED MAINLY ON THE HELSINGOR 
AND PARIS MEETINGS OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND THE PCF 
ANNUAL CONGRESS. EACH OF THESE EVENTS GENERATED LENGTHY 
DEBATES IN THE PRESS AND OTHER MEDIA, TO THE POINT THAT 
SOME INDEPENDENT AND EVEN LOYAL PRO-GOF COMMENTATORS 
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BEGAN CRITICIZING GISCARD FOR ALLOWING A PUBLICITY 
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VACUUM INTO WHICH THE OPPOSITION STEPPED ONLY TOO 
CONVENIENTLY. A CONFIRMATION OF THIS VIEW CAN BE READ 
INTO A SOFRES/FIGARO POLL, TAKEN RIGHT AFTER THE PCF 
CONGRESS AND PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 19, WHICH SHOWED THAT 
THOSE HOLDING A FAVORABLE OPINION OF THE PCF INCREASED 
FOUR POINTS AND THOSE WITH AN UNFAVORABLE OPINION DE- 
CREASED SIX POINTS. (THE PS HELD ITS OWN WHILE THE 
MAJORITY DROPPED SLIGHTLY IN POPULARITY). 

2. IN RESPONSE TO THESE CRITICISMS AND ACTING ON 
ADVICE FROM FRIENDLY COUNSELORS, GISCARD SUPPOSEDLY 
TOLD HIS MINISTERS DURING LAST WEEK'S COUNCIL OF MINIS- 
TERS' MEETING TO GET OUT AND POLITICK. SHORTLY THEREAF- 
TER, FINANCE MINISTER FOURCADE ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE BY 
PS FIRST SECRETARY FRANCOIS MITTERRAND TO DEBATE ON TV 
THE ECONOMIC SITUATION (SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 2), UDR 
SECRETARY GENERAL ANDRE BORD WROTE A FULL-PAGE ARTICLE 
IN LE MONDE CRITICIZING MITTERRAND’S ECONOMIC PROGRAM, 
PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC WAS INTERVIEWED FOR TWO HOURS ON 
RADIO FROM HIS CORREZE CONSTITUENCY AND MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRY D'ORNANO FORCEFULLY REITERATED THE MAJORITY 
POSITION THAT THE COMMUNISTS MIGHT CHANGE THEIR METHODS, 
BUT NOT THEIR GOALS. IN ADDITION THERE HAVE BEEN NUMER- 
OUS APPEARANCES AT THE LOCAL LEVEL AROUND THE COUNTRY. 

3. DOES THIS MEAN THAT GISCARD IS ALARMED AT THE ATTEN- 
TION AND INCREASED POPULARITY ATTRACTED BY THE LEFT? 

TO BELIEVE MEMBERS OF GISCARD'S PARTY WITH WHOM WE HAVE 
SPOKEN, THE PRESIDENT IS EXUDING THE SAME CONFIDENCE IN 
HIS POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE OPPOSITION AS A FEW MONTHS 
AGO. POLLS, THEY CONTINUE, ARE NOT TO BE EXAGGERATED 
AND MUST BE ANALYZED IN VIEW OF THE TIME THEY WERE 
TAKEN. WHAT'S IMPORTANT ARE VOTER INDICATIONS BEFORE 
ELECTIONS; KEEPING IN THE 50 PERCENT RANGE (WHERE THE 
MAJORITY IS NOW) BETWEEN ELECTIONS IS A SAFE POSITION 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: ANOTHER REASON FOR GETTING OUT ON THE 
HUSTINGS, IN ADDITION TO NOT WANTING TO LEAVE THE INI- 
TIATIVE TO THE OPPOSITION, IS GOF WORRY THAT THEY MAY 
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TAKE SOME KNOCKS IN THE CANTONAL ELECTIONS, WHICH 
DETERMINE THE COMPOSITION OF DEPARTMENT COUNCILS, SET 
FOR MARCH 7 AND 14. MEMBERS OF THE MAJORITY EXPECT SOME 
LOSSES TO THE LEFT, BUT ARE NOT SURE OF THE EXTENT OF 
THE POTENTIAL DAMAGE. THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE EXERCISE, 
GISCARD HAS PLAYED HIS USUAL GAME OF "STAYING ABOVE THE 
FRAY", LEAVING THE ROUGH AND TUMBLE OF POLITICAL DEBATE 
TO HIS PRINCIPAL AIDES. 
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